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Our parasha this week contains the stirring song called the Ha’azinu. In it, 

Moshe calls for the Heaven and the Earth to act as the two witnesses that 

will bear testimony to the Covenant. In the song, Moshe outlines the 

special nature and all of the events of Jewish history. The famous 13th 

century scholar, Rabbi Moshe Ben Nachman, known as the Ramban, 

comments that anyone who can so many centuries earlier, accurately 

foretell the later fate of a people, is an exceptional prophet. Moshe 

certainly fits that description and test. What more can we add to this 

phenomenon now, seven hundred-fifty years after the Ramban! 

 

Although Moshe is the greatest of all prophets, his title amongst the 

Jewish people, however, is Moshe the teacher, indicating his wisdom and 

knowledge are translated into his ability to view the future. 

 

Moshe lays down the basic pattern of all of Jewish history – the struggle to 

remain Jewish and not succumb to the challenges of current cultures and 

beliefs, the illogical and almost pathological enmity of the world to 

Judaism and the Jewish people, the awful price paid by Jews throughout 

history and the eventual realization of Jews, and the non-Jewish world as 

well, of God’s guidance in history and human life. 

 

This entire, very complex story is foretold to us in this week’s most 

remarkable parasha. It is no wonder, writes the claimed historian, Rabbi 

Berel Wein, that Jewish tradition dictated that Jewish children should 

commit this parasha to memory, for within it is recorded the entire essence 

of Jewish history. Though we never really know the exact details of the 

future of the Jewish people, the broad outlines of the story have been 

known to us for millennia.  Just read and study the words of the parasha. 

 
 

 
 

Moshe establishes heaven and earth as witnesses to the Covenant and the 

historical fate of the Jewish people. Rashi explains that not only are they 

honest and objective witnesses, but most importantly they are eternal 

witnesses. Human witnesses are mortal and passing. Later generations 

cannot hear their testimony, and even though current video technology 

attempts to correct this deficiency, much of the personal nuance and force, 

which colours all human testimony is lost.  So, we rely on heaven and earth 

to reinforce our belief and commitment to the eternal Covenant. It is the very 

wonders and mysteries of nature itself that point to the Creator, and it is all 

of human history that rises to testify as to the uniqueness of the Jewish story 

and the special role that the Jewish people played and continue to play in 

human events. 

 

What do we mean by the testimony of Heaven and Earth? Rabbi Wein, in a 

beautiful essay, suggests that the testimony of heaven is found in the 

wonders of the natural world. The testimony of earth is found in the history 

of humankind and the role of the Jewish people in that amazing, exhilarating 

and yet depressing story. Moshe begs of us to listen to these two witnesses, 

for it is within their and our ability to know our past and future through their 

testimony. 

 

Much of their testimony is frightening and worrisome but it is even more 

frightening to be unaware of our past and future. We should listen carefully 

to the parasha, as it has much to teach us about our world and ourselves. 

 

Shabbat Shalom 
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SONG OF DAVID               II Samuel XXII 

King David sings a hymn of thanksgiving.  In picturesque language, it 

describes how God thundered forth from heaven to deliver him from his 

enemies. The psalmist declares this to be the recompense for his adherence 

to the Divine statutes, since God rewards the righteous and punishes the 

wicked and it is He who gave him victory.  As a result, his authority was 

established and acknowledged by other nations. In conclusion, David sings 

praises to his Saviour who ‘shows mercy to His anointed, to David and to his 

seed, for evermore’. 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Our congregation acknowledges the following  

yahrzeit anniversaries and wishes long life to those  

who are commemorating a yahrzeit  

during the coming week. 
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Rita Biber   mother of Alexander Biber 

Fay Fisher   mother of Mark Fisher 

Herczyk Glodek  uncle of Sandra Hepner 

Sarah Glodek  aunt of Sandra Hepner 

Hedy Leonie Hammer mother of Marion Blitz 

Abe Harris   father of Basil Harris 

Harry Miller  husband of Sonia Miller 

Esther Peipert  mother of Sidney Peipert 

Louis Rubin  father of Hymie Rubin 

Sidney Leo Smith  father of Susan Lipman 

Pearl Sperling  mother of Nathan Sperling 

Shlomo Sperling  father of Nathan Sperling 

Carole Wineglass  wife of Emanuel Wineglass 
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Wedding anniversary 

 
Bernard and Carol Chaitowitz 
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Bar Mitzvah anniversary 

 
Maor Kirsner 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Management  

of  

The North Shore Synagogue 

together with 

Rabbi Paul Lewin  

and  

Chazan Zvi Teichtahl 

 and their families 

extend 

best wishes to you, our congregants,  

for the coming year,  

5781. 
 


