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In our Parasha this week, we read of how Moses anoints Joshua as his successor. 

It would be Joshua that would take the Jews into the Land of Israel. 

 

The verse which mentions the coronation is a little strange: 

 

"Take Joshua, son of Nun... and place some of your majesty upon him so that the 

entire assembly of Israel will pay heed" [Bamidbar 27:18-20]. Rashi emphasizes 

that the instruction was to place SOME of your majesty - but not ALL of it upon 

him. Joshua, as great as he was, would never be a Moses. 

 

The Talmud echoes this idea: "The elders of that generation bemoaned the fact 

that the face of Moses resembled the sun (in its radiance), while the face of 

Joshua (only) resembled the moon. Woe to us for the embarrassment; woe to us 

for the shame and disgrace" [Bava Batra 75a].  

 

The sun is too bright to look at on a clear day, whereas we have no difficulty 

staring straight at the moon. The moon is not the sun. That was the difference 

between Moses and Joshua. 

 

But why did the elders refer to it as a 'disgrace'? What was the disgrace? The 

disgrace was, a leader and prophet such as Moshe, came along only once in the 

history of the universe. No one was ever or will ever be his match. 

 

Rabbi Yissachar Frand offers the following insight. The Midrash teaches us that 

Joshua merited to be the successor, not because he was the greatest student or the 

greatest person in his generation, rather that Joshua was the primary student of 

Moses.  Joshua waited on Moses, hand and foot, never leaving Moses' tent. Our 

Sages speak of him spreading out the mats and the benches in the study hall for 

people to sit on. 

 

Our Sages are teaching us that if we cannot aspire to be a Moses, we can at least 

aspire to be dedicated servants to our superiors in the same sense that Joshua was 

dedicated to his master. 
 

 
 

The disgrace was the fact that there was only one Joshua!  There were certainly 

other people capable of cleaning up the Beit Midrash and turning lights on and off. 

Although "somebody had to do it", only one person actually did it. 

 

There are some people whom we cannot aspire to become, they are too brilliant. 

However, there are others whom we look up to and certainly can aspire to be like. 

Many people accomplish things that I may not accomplish, but I COULD 

accomplish if I really applied myself. It often doesn’t take brains, it takes effort, 

time and determination. These attributes are within the reach of many of us. 

 

The elders realized that they too had the same attributes as Joshua, but they didn’t 

use them. As a result they now moaned, "Woe to us, for our shame and disgrace. 

Woe to us that out of all the Jewish People, Joshua only made this effort". 

 

"Moses’ face was like the sun and that is not always attainable. Not everyone can be 

a sun. But Joshua’s face was like the moon. That certainly was attainable, had we 

made the effort. We should be ashamed for not having made that effort." 

 

As Thomas Edison put it,  

 

“G e n i u s  i s  o n e  p e r c e n t  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  

N i n e t y - n i n e  p e r c e n t  p e r s p i r a t i o n ”  

 

Shabbat Shalom 
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JEREMIAH’S CALL               Jeremiah I-II, 3 

In the year 626 B.C.E. during the reign of Josiah, king of Judah, the call comes to Jeremiah 

to prophesy to the people. The prophet is told that he was pre-destined for this mission from 

the very beginning of his existence and when he pleads immaturity is told not to fear, for 

God is with him. Jeremiah has two visions.  In the first he sees the branch of an almond tree 

(a type of tree which blossoms early in the year), indicating that God would hasten to fulfil 

His judgment. In the second, he sees a seething cauldron tilted towards the south, indicating 

that the Babylonians from the north would overthrow Judah as punishment for its iniquities. 

Jeremiah is told to proclaim these warnings firmly and resolutely, for God would be his 

support against all opposition. 

 

In the opening words of his first prophecy, Jeremiah recalls the affectionate relationship 

which existed between God and Israel in the wilderness – punishment would be inflicted on 

those who assailed God’s people. 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Our congregation acknowledges the following  

yahrzeit anniversaries and wishes long life to those  

who are commemorating a yahrzeit  

during the coming week. 

     

 

,ykvra ,yyx 

 

 

Alec Bank   uncle of Allan and Leonard Bank 

Leon Bank   grandfather of Allan and Leonard Bank 

Mervyn Damelin  stepfather of Brett Ullman 

Anne Ecker   grandmother of Jackie Milch 

Beulah Freedman  mother of Barbara Arenson 

Edward Joseph Goldring husband of Diane Goldring 

Elsie May Goldring  mother-in-law of Diane Goldring 

Nette Groden mother of Ian Groden, grandmother 

of David Groden 

Helen Isenberg mother-in-law of Peter Nash, 

 grandmother of Elana Traurig 

Helen Kemety grandmother of John Lowbeer 

Zelda Kirsch  mother of Leonard Kirsch 

Hanna Liffman  grandmother of Jonathan Herrman 

Rudolph Carl Meth  husband of Barbara Meth 

Rachel Miller  mother-in-law of Sonia Miller 

Julie Morris  mother of Robyn Lenn OAM 

Gladys Myers  mother of Mark Myers 

Ruth Platt   mother of Paula Schrieber 

Mai Ruth Rapken  mother of Sarah Zukerman, grandmother 

    of Zara Zukerman, Leah Kirsner and 

    Lana Oxnam 

Josef Stark   father of Judith Wise 

Myrtle Swartz  mother of Colin Swartz 

Freda White  mother of Susan Moses 

 
 

 

 

 

bvu lzm 

Wedding anniversaries 
 

Trevor and Jackie Collins 

Peter and Margot Janks 

 

Bar Mitzvah anniversaries 
 

Ryan Belzycki 

Erroll Dembo 

Michael Moses 

 

 

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF  

THE NORTH SHORE SYNAGOGUE 

 
Monday, 27 July 2020 

at  

8.00pm 
 

Upper Victor Smith Hall 

 

PLEASE DIARISE THE DATE. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 
 


