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This week's Parasha, Shemini, contains the first account of the laws related to identifying 

kosher animals, fish, and birds in the Torah. I am always looking for a homiletic and 

practical message regarding Kashrut and the animals that are forbidden. I saw the 

following idea this week. The verse reads, "But this is what you shall not eat from among 

those that bring up their cud or that have split hooves: the camel (gamal), for it brings up 

its cud but its hoof is not split (parsah einenu mafris) – it is impure to you; and the hyrax 

(shafan), for it brings up its cud but its hoof will not be split (parsah lo yafris) – it is 

impure to you; and the hare (arnevet), for it brings up its cud, but its hoof was not split 

(parsah lo hifrisa) – it is impure to you." [Leviticus 11:4-6]. 

 

There is a striking inconsistency here. With the camel, the verb used to discuss the fact 

that the hoof is not split is conjugated in the present tense: "Parsah einenu MAFRIS" [the 

hoof IS NOT split]. Yet with the shafan, the verb is in the present "Parsah lo YAFRIS" 

[the hoof WILL NOT BE split]. Finally, with the arneves, the verb used is in the past 

tense: "Parsah lo HIFRISA" [the hoof WAS NOT split]. 

 

This is glaring. The Torah does not chop and change its tenses. The terms should either 

all be present, future, or past tense. What is the Torah trying to teach us by using a 

different form of the verb for each of these three animals? 

 

Rabbi Yissachar Frand of Baltimore suggested the following answer to our question. 

When a person is about to pronounce "Tameh" [Impure] on a species or on any entity, 

one needs to be aware of its past, its present, and its future. Unless one is aware of the 

situation in the past, present, and future, one does not know the whole story and should 

not be so quick to judge them with the words "Tameh hu" [this one is impure]. 
 

He tells the following story: There was a couple who went through the Holocaust. Before 

the Holocaust, they were fully observant of Torah and Mitzvot. After the Holocaust, 

unfortunately, the husband lost faith and said "That's it! I've had it with God!" The 

husband gave up everything in terms of religious practice and belief. 

 

His wife did not have that reaction. She begged her husband - "At least go to Shul". The 

husband refused, this went on for a while. Finally, the wife said to the husband, "Listen, 

and do me a favour. Every morning you go out and buy a newspaper and you read it from 

cover to cover. Humour me, when you pick up the paper at the newsstand, rather than 

coming home to read it, go to Shul and read the paper in Shul - just to make me happy!” 

 

 
 
The husband wanted to please his wife. He spent the time reading the newspaper anyway, so 

he agreed to her proposal. He would go to Shul every morning, sit in the back row and read 

the paper. This went on for years. 

 

Now ask yourselves: If you saw a fellow come into the back row of your Shul every 

morning, not put on Tallit or Tefillin, not take a Siddur off the shelf, but simply make 

himself comfortable and read the newspaper for 45 minutes, what would your reaction be? 

 

Most likely our reaction would be very negative. "If you want to read the newspaper, go 

home and read the newspaper! How dare you be so disrespectful of this holy synagogue?" 

To their credit the people in this particular Shul did not say anything critical to this 

individual. They did not chastise him. They began to talk to him, they invited him to join 

them for an l'chaim after davening when someone had a Yahrzeit, and they invited him to 

join them in social gatherings. To make a long story short, this Holocaust survivor went 

from reading the newspaper in the back row of the Shul every day to davening in Shul three 

times a day! Eventually, he even became president of the Shul. 
 

What does that tell us? Too often our reaction is to immediately pronounce "Tameh who 

lachem" - this species is definitely not a kosher animal! We did not know the fellow's past. 

We were not clear about his present situation, and we certainly could not have guessed what 

his future would be. This is what the Torah is teaching. In order to proclaim, "This one is 

Tameh" we must know that the hoof was not split in the past, the hoof is not currently split, 

and the hoof will never be split in the future. Short of that, we cannot judge and be sure. 

 

A fundamental insight indeed. 

 

Shabbat Shalom 
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Machar Chode      1 Samuel XX, 18-42 

 

‘Then Jonathan said to him (David): tomorrow is the new moon!’ Jonathan 

undertakes, by means of a pre-arranged plan, to keep David informed of Saul’s 

attitude towards him. The king is enraged at David’s absence from the festival meal 

held to celebrate the New Moon and threatens to take his life. David takes 

affectionate leave of Jonathan and flees to the city of Nob. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Our congregation acknowledges the following  

yahrzeit anniversaries and wishes long life to those  

who are commemorating a yahrzeit  

during the coming week. 

     

 

,ykvra ,yyx 

 

 

Bessie Goldstein  mother of David Goldstein 

Charles Mark Groden father of Ian Groden, grandfather 

    of David Groden 

Freda Prisman  mother of Lola Lazarus 

Elizabeth Rapken  grandmother of Sarah Zukerman 

Ethel Robicsek  sister of Eva Robey-Menzies 

Beryl Sawicki  mother of Leo Sawicki 

Millie Smith  mother of Denise Landor 

Olga Smith   mother of Susan Lipman 

Cecil Warnock  father of Michael Warnock 

Harry Morris Wolfsohn uncle of Ken Wolfsohn 

Helene Wolfsohn  sister of Ken Wolfsohn  

 

 

 

 

Robert Henry Conyer father of Arnold Conyer 

Yehuda Feher  husband of Marianne Feher 

Sophie Gugenheim  grandmother of Ruth McDonald 

Henry Josephson   great uncle of Netty Rosenthal 

Stephen Kelvin  grandfather of Alexander Zak 

Solomon Wertheim grandfather of Etty Green 

Hannah Wittert  mother of Desiree Isaacson 

Helen Zelazne  mother of Laini Bennett 
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Mazal Tov 
 

This Shabbat we celebrate the 

 Bar Mitzvah of 

Oli Goodman 
son of Darren and Bronwyn Goodman,  

younger brother of Zoe  

and adored grandson of  

Adrian and Rhona Goodman and Ella-B Scott. 

We wish a hearty Mazal Tov to Oli and his family and friends. 
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Wedding anniversaries 
 

Howard and Carin Hurwitz 

David and Denise Landor 
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Bar Mitzvah anniversary 

 
Jono Herrman 

 


