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As we have discussed many times, Judaism does not believe in coincidence. If something 

happens at a certain time it is because it is decreed from above. One of the rules of the 

Hebrew calendar is that Parasha Mikketz always falls during the week of Chanukah.  

What is the connection between the two?  Mikketz continues the story of Joseph’s 

journey in Egypt. How he rises to becoming the Viceroy and how he meets his brothers 

after 22 years. The Shiltei Gibborim a commentary on the Talmud provides an answer to 

the connection between Chanukah and our parasha. He writes, “There is a symbolism 

from the expression in the Parasha "u'tevoach teva CH V'HACHEN" (and to have meat 

slaughtered and to prepare) [Bereshit 43:16]: The Shiltei Gibborim notes that taking the 

last letter (ches) of the word "tevaCH" and putting it together with the rearranged letters 

of the following word "V'HACHEN" produces the letters of the word CHANUKAH. 

 

What on earth is this supposed to mean? What does the fact that Joseph tells his servants 

to prepare a meal for his brothers have to do with Chanukah? 

 

Rabbi Yissacar Frand of Baltimore develops the following idea to answer our question 

The Midrash teaches that Joseph observed the Sabbath before it was given. The Midrash 

cites as the source for this fact the very pasuk of "u'tevoach tevach v'hachen". 

 

Rabbi Yochanan states that it was Friday afternoon and Joseph told them to prepare a 

Shabbat meal. The word "hachen" [prepare] refers to a Shabbat meal, as it is written "And 

it will be on the seventh day, they should prepare [v'heichinu] (ahead of time) that which 

they will bring" [Shmot 16:5]. Joseph was the first person who prepared a Shabbat meal 

ahead of time. God rewarded him by saying "Joseph, you kept Shabbat even before it was 

given, I will pay you back such that your descendant will offer his sacrifice on Shabbat, 

which is not the case of ordinary individuals who cannot offer private sacrifices on 

Shabbat." 

 

What story is the Midrash referring to? The answer relates to the Torah readings on 

Chanukah. The readings relate to the offerings of the various Princes at the time of the 

dedication of the Altar in the desert. Each of these offerings had the status of a Korban 

Yachid – an individual's private offering. The rule is that a private offering never 

overrides the Shabbat. And yet, says the Midrash, the Prince whose turn it was to offer his 

Dedication Offering on the seventh day of the inauguration ceremony – his sacrifice did 

override Shabbat. Who was that? It was the Prince from the Tribe of Ephraim - the 

descendant of Joseph! 

 

 

Joseph prepared for Shabbat. Okay but how does this connect to Chanukah? For this we turn 

to another source. 

 

The Bach writes in the beginning of the laws of Chanukah that the reason the Jewish people 

suffered the terrible fate of the Greeks taking over and defiling the Temple was that the 

people became negligent in carrying out the Temple service. It was not so important in their 

eyes. It became "old hat", just another thing to do. Therefore, God took it away from them. 

 

When the Maccabees refused to accept this anymore and came to fight the Greeks, there was 

rejuvenation in the performance of mitzvot. This is why they made such a big deal about 

getting the pure oil. Halachically speaking, they could have used defiled oil. However, since 

the whole Greek persecution came about because the Service in the Temple was not 

important in their eyes, the corrective action required elevating the Service to such an 

important status that great effort would be exerted to see that it was fulfilled in the most 

optimum way possible. 

 

The lesson of Chanukah in ten words or less is that "good enough, is not good enough." This 

is virtually the only mitzvah that everyone fulfils in the mode of "mehadrin min 

hamehadrin" (the most perfect way possible). Why? It is because the point of Chanukah is 

that the Service is important and we had sinned by not considering it to be important 

enough. 

 

This concept of treating mitzvot with the appropriate level of importance is identical to the 

concept of preparing oneself ahead of time for the performance of a mitzvah. One cannot 

just fall into a mitzvah. One needs to prepare for it. This is the connection between Joseph 

and Chanukah and this is the connection between Tevoach Teva CH V'HACHEN. Joseph 

taught us the lesson that if something is important, one treats it so. In essence, this is what 

Chanukah is about. The Service was taken away from us because we did not treat it 

properly. It was given back to us when Jews once again showed that the Divine Service is 

indeed important to them. 

May all our actions be important. 

Shabbat Shalom  

 

Haftarah    ArtScroll  1143     Hertz  167 

1 Kings 2:1-12 

The Haftarah  begins by saying that Solomon awoke from a dream.  It was a dream that set 

the tone of his reign and had implications for the future of the Jewish people.  In his 

prophetic dream, the twelve year old, newly crowned Solomon had been asked by God what 

blessing he desired for his new position.  Solomon had requested wisdom so that he could 

judge his people well.  Pleased that Solomon had altruistically asked for wisdom, and not 

selfishly requested longevity, wealth or power, God promised him not only unprecedented 

wisdom, such as had never been before and would never be again, but also the wealth and 

honour that he did not ask for.  

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Our congregation acknowledges the following  

yahrzeit anniversaries and wishes long life to those  

who are commemorating a yahrzeit  

during the coming week. 
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Greta Bernard mother of Adele Bernard and  

Ian Bernard 

Sam Bregman father of Rodney Bregman 

Minnie Brest mother of Selwyn Brest 

Ruth Lewis Cohen mother of Jan Goldman 

Rachel Feinson mother-in-law of Leonard Lipman 

Joseph Marks father of Frank Marks 

Sonya Peretz mother of Geoffrey Peretz 

Wilfred Sampson Samuel father of Andrew Samuel 

Julie Sheinbar mother of Maurice Sheinbar 

Jennie Smith grandmother of Railea Don 

Bernard Taylor father of Sandra Zev 

Sarah Winch maternal grandmother of 

Adele Bernard and Ian Bernard 
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Wedding anniversaries 
 

Erroll and Vivien Dembo 

Jeremy and Amy Kofsky 

Mark and Lisa Krischer 

Nitza and Arthur Lowenstein 

David and Gilda Manor 

Andrew and Gillian Samuel 

Trevor and Brenda Satill 

Michael and Tracey Weiner                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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Bar and Bat Mitzvah anniversaries 
 

Aron Goldstein 

Geoffrey Rosenbaum 

Noah Samuel 

Emanuel Wineglass 
 

Liora Hoenig 

Danya Lewin 
 


